Travellers in Sthrn, India (1500-80)

visited the city some time during the early
part of the sixteenth century. Whether he
went there before the accession of Krishna
Deva Raya in 1509 it is impossible to say with
certainty. From him we have a graphic
description of the great city, with its " very
large and handsome palaces," its numerous
courts, its houses covered with thatch, its
spacious streets and squares, its " infinite
trade," and innumerable details beside. He
tells us of the king's frequent wars with the
" Hng of Dacani/3* who a Las taken from him
much of his land." As at Calicut, life and pro-
perty were secure. In the streets of Vijayanagar
there thronged " an innumerable crowd of all
nations and creeds; for besides many Moorish
merchants and traders, and the Gentile inhabi-
tants of the country who are very rich, an infinite
number of others flock there from all parts, who
are able to come, dwell, trade, and live very freely,
and in security, without anyone molesting them,
or asking or requiring of them any account of
whence they come, or in what creed they live,
whether they be Moors, Christians, or Gentiles
.... Strict justice and truth are observed
towards all." The contrast between the recep-
tion accorded to the early traders by these so-
called unenlightened "Kafirs" and that accord-
ed by the art-loving civilised Moguls is not to
the advantage of the latter. The one] grasped

* The Adil Shah of Bijapur.
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